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SUBJECT: MOROCCAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL S COMMENTS 
ON ARAB AFFAIRS 

1 . MFA DIRECTOR FOR ARAB LEAGUE AFFAIRS MOHAMED SAADANI 
COMMENTED ON FOLLOWING SUBJECTS DURING SEPT. 8 DISCUSSION 
WITH EMBOFF. 

2. ARAB LEAGUE MEETING IN CAIRO: SAADANI FELT ARAB LEAGUE 
SESSION HAD COME OUT WELL, WITH MODERATES PREVAILING. HE 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT MOROCCO HAD BEEN CRITICIZED BY PALESTINIAN 
EXTREMISTS OVER ITS CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. (CAIRO 

14876 PARA 2). THE "LOW-LEVEL' 1 EXTREMISTS HAD ALSO CRITI- 
CIZED GOM FOR RECENT CONTACTS WITH ISRAELIS OF MOROCCAN 
ORIGIN AND OVER POLICY OF WELCOMING RETURN OF JEWISH 
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EMIGRES. PLO, HOWEVER. WAS NOT INVOLVED IN THIS CRITICISM 
OF MOROCCO AND IN FACT WAS IN FULL ACCORD WITH GOM POLICY 
ON JEWS. SAADANI SURMISED THAT EXTREMIST PALESTINIAN 
CRITICISM HAD BEEN INSPIRED BY ALGERIANS. FORMER PLO 
REPRESENTATIVE IN ALGIERS HAD INITIATED SIMILAR CRITICISM 
EARLIER THIS YEAR AND HAD LATER BEEN REMOVED FROM HIS POST 
BY PLO HIGH COMMAND FOR UNAUTHORIZED STATEMENTS. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


3. SOMALIA: SAADANI NOTED MODERATE ARAB LEAGUE POSITION 
OF CALLING FOR PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT BETWEEN ETHIOPIA AND 
SOMALIA. AT SAME TIME, HOWEVER, "INDIVIDUAL ARAB COUNTRIES" 

(ON WHICH SAADANI COULD NOT BE DRAWN OUT) WERE PROVIDING 
MILITARY AID TO SOMALIA. HE INDICATED THAT MODERATE ARABS 
WERE CONCERNED NOT ONLY OVER SOVIET AND CUBAN PRESENCE IN 
ETHIOPIA. ACCORDING TO RECENT SOMALI VISITORS TO MOROCCO, 

SOME SOUTHERN YEMENIS AND ISRAELIS WERE ALSO PRESENT AS 
ADVISORS IN ETHIOPIA. SAADANI WENT ON TO CASTIGATE 
QADHAFI FOR HAVING OFFERED HELP TO ETHIOPIA AGAINST ERITREA. 

4. LIBYA: ASKED ABOUT QADHAFI'S REPORTED MOVE TOWARD 
IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH THE MAGHREB, SAADANI VOICED 
STRONG SKEPTICISM. (FOREIGN MINISTER LARAKI WAS EQUALLY 
SKEPTICAL IN TALKING WITH AMBASSADOR ON SEPT. 11.) 

HE NOTED LOCAL PRESS REPORTS OF A RECENT MEETING BETWEEN 
QADHAFI AND REPRESENTATIVES OF MOROCCAN OPPOSITION POLITICAL 
PARTIES (BEING REPORTED SEPTEL) DURING CELEBRATIONS OF 
LIBYAN REVOLUTION. QADHAFI REPORTEDLY STATED LIBYA WAS 
NEUTRAL ON SAHARA ISSUE, AGAINST CREATION OF MINI-STATES, 

AND WAS PROVIDING AID ONLY TO REFUGEES IN TINDOUF. SAADANI 
FELT QADHAFI WAS TRYING TO LULL MOROCCANS THROUGH MILD 
LANGUAGE ESPECIALLY GEARED TO MOROCCAN OPPOSITION PARTIES. 

AT SAME TIME, HOWEVER, GOM HAD FIRM EVIDENCE OF SUBSTANTIAL 
LIBYAN ARMS AID TO THE POLISARIO. THE POLISARIO HAD ALSO 
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BEEN PROVIDED A "HUGE BUILDING" IN TRIPOLI. QADHAFI RECEIVED 
POLISARIO AND SO-CALLED SAHARA DEMOCRATIC ARAB REPUBLIC 
OFFICIALS CONTINUOUSLY. THESE ACTS SPOKE LOUDER THAN WORDS. 
SAADANI ALSO EXPRESSED VIEW THAT THERE WAS LITTLE HOPE OF 
SIGNIFICANTLY MODERATING QADHAFI'S POLICIES. ALTHOUGH HE 
RECOGNIZED THE VALUE OF PLAYING ALONG TO SOME EXTENT TO 
SEE WHETHER QADHAFI’S WORDS WOULD BE TRANSLATED INTO ANYTHING 
CONCRETE. REGARDING QADHAFI'S REPORTED COMMENT THAT HE HAD 
INVITATION FROM KING HASSAN TO VISIT MOROCCO BUT COULD NOT 
DO SO WHILE ARAB BLOOD WAS FLOWING, SAADANI SAID INVITATION 
HAD BEEN ISSUED LAST YEAR UNDER "SPECIAL" CIRCUMSTANCES, 

BUT HAD NOT BEEN RENEWED RECENTLY. HE PERSONALLY SAW NO 
BENEFIT TO BE GAINED FROM A QADHAFI VISIT. 

ANDERSON 
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